
Park City Communities - Board of Commissioners Meeting – December 16, 2019 Page 1 
 

 
Board of Commissioners Meeting 

150 Highland Avenue 
Bridgeport, CT 

 
The Board of Commissioners of the Housing Authority of the City of Bridgeport met in at the 
Regular Meeting at 150 Highland Avenue, Bridgeport, CT, on the 16th day of December 2019, 
the place, date and hour duly established for the holding of such meetings Chairperson Andrews 
called the meeting to order at 5:50 p.m. 
 
The Recording Secretary stated that this meeting is being conducted in conformity with the Open 
Public Meeting Act.  Notice of this Board Meeting was faxed to the City Clerk Office.   
 
Roll Call: 
 
Commissioner Andrews   Present 
Commissioner Luna   Absent 
Commissioner Garcia   Present 
Commissioner Nelson   Present 
Commissioner Cook   Present 
 
[James Slaughter] Chairman you have a Quorum 

 [Chairman Andrews] Can I get a motion to go into Executive Session. 

[Chairman Andrews] Is there a motion to come out of Executive Session. 

Motion: Commissioner Nelson 

Seconded: Commissioner Garcia 

[Chairman Andrews] We will have Public Comments at this time: 

Public Speaker #1 Anna Lockhart 

I felt like it was too late to speak since the union contract had already been signed. 

I feel like our contract was rushed and I feel like we didn’t have enough time to review the 

contract. We feel like since Alex stepped down as President and going to work for the Local, 
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what was the rush to agree to the contract. I feel that there was some language in the contract that 

needed to be changed. The members had less than one hour to review the contract.  The contract 

was voted on in less than five minutes without all the union members being there. Out of 60, 

only 26 people were present. We did not have enough time to review that contract.  We should 

have been given that contract 2 weeks ago, so that we could review it properly. Just like you 

guys are given an Agenda, you have time to review it before the meeting. We feel everything 

was rushed. Oh, here’s the contract, read it and then, Oh I am stepping down as President. We 

felt like that was a slap in the face. I feel like since he wasn’t going to be our President anymore, 

he should not have been involved in the negotiations. And that’s how I feel.  Why would 

someone negotiate a contract that they don’t have to live by?  And our President goes to work for 

the local, I find it to be a conflict.  The person representing us has gone to work for the local. 

[Chairman Andrews] We sympathize with you. I am truly sorry you have a right to your feelings. 

I did make an error 

[Special Guest] Good Evening! My name is Nikki Barnofski. 

First and foremost, I would like to thank you for your continued partnership and collaboration with New 
Reach and our Stable Families Program.  We have been working with PCC for ten years.  I wanted to 
follow up regarding the request made at Novembers Board meeting regarding New Reach’s Stable 
Families Program.  To support, I have included a few items below.  We would greatly appreciate you 
sharing this information with you. 

1. From inception in 2008 to 2019 the Stable Families has supported PCC residents by preventing 
over 418 families or over 1000 residents from eviction.  That is a 98% success rate for those we 
have served over the past 10 year! 
 

2. Stable Families supported PCC residents recapture more than $35,000 in back due rent during FY 
2019, thanks to your collaboration and referrals.  
 
 

3. Stable Families continues to provide eviction prevention and case management support services 
to families living in PCC subsidized housing.  
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a. Services provided include direct financial assistance toward the payment of rent arrears; 
indirect financial assistance through budgeting, assistance with increasing/stabilizing 
income, and referral to community resources; and family stabilization to address other 
contributing factors (mental health service needs, school based or child behavioral needs, 
employment, basic needs, childcare, and financial literacy). 
 

4. Stable Families was awarded $14,000 in funding to provide direct financial assistance for the 
current fiscal year, to PCC public housing and PCC administered section 8 residents at risk of 
eviction who are receiving our services.    

 

New Reach would like to request that Park City Communities continue to lease office space to our staff at 
the Gary Crooks Center.  Being located at this location has allowed us to have strong collaboration and 
working relationships with your site managers.  It has also been a great benefit to the PCC residents, 
allowing the tenants with immediate and direct access to our program services. Per our meeting on 
September 27th, New Reach has been following up per your request with Tracy Norris regarding getting 
and updated agreement in place.  Please let us know how we can assist in getting this item resolved. 

 We are happy to provide any additional details or information that may be of interest. 

Thank you, 

 [Chairman Andrews] Thank you for your time, we appreciate you coming. 

 
BHA Staff Present: 
  
Alan Cashmore, Chief Financial Officer 
Tony Manley, Director of Operations & Facilities/Interim Director of Asset Management 
Tracy Norris, Director of Legal Services 
 
[Chairman Andrews] We will continue with Public Comments. Please remember everyone we 

have two minutes, 

Public Comment Speaker #2 Deborah Grace 
 
Good Evening, my son grew up in Beardsley Terrace.  He is a teacher at Westport and wants to 
get a place for the children and set up a team for the kids to play basketball. I know that Harry 
Bell does.  He wants to start a league for the children to play basketball and he will do all the 
footwork.  He just needs access. Also, I need a stove. I have been fighting for two years to get 
my oven to work at Trumbull Gardens. 
 
[Commissioner Nelson] Have you reported this to the manager. 
 
Yes, of course. I pay my rent-on time and I have been living in this apartment for 28 years. 
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Tony Manley] I will have someone there tomorrow. 
 
Public Comment Speaker #3 Dion Dwyer 
 
Hello, everyone my name is Dion and I am the resident leader from PT Barnum, and I am here to 
speak about the occupancy at Gary Crooks for PT Partners. This is where our residents go when 
they receive an eviction notice and for some reason, they are saying that we can no longer 
occupy that space. I am trying to find out where in the building that was built for residents, to 
keep them safe, and to come together. 
 
[Chairman Andrews] Are you asking me?  I would have to follow-up with staff. 
 
[Commissioner Cook] PT Partners, they were supposed to give a contract last year to Tracy. 
They were giving out keys to tenants that were not living there, and they were having church om 
Sundays, and this is why the Resolution was voted down. Am I correct Mr. Slaughter? 
 
{James Slaughter] Yes, they were having church on Sundays? 
 
[Commissioner Cook] Oh Yeah! 
 
I know a Pastor that gathers residents sometimes but its not for church. They do that at the 
Community Center. 
 
[Commissioner Cook] Well there were illegal people going in there on Saturdays and Sundays 
and housing is held responsible.  If anyone falls on that property housing will be held liable. 
 
The only one that goes in there on a Saturday morning, is a resident delivering bread. 
 
[Commissioner Cook] Excuse me Mr. Slaughter, who did you see in there on Sunday? 
 
[James Slaughter] They were having church. 
 
[Commissioner Nelson] Who is the pastor? 
 
Anyone that he saw there was a resident, we do not give out keys. 
 
[Chairman Andrews] So, this is going around and around.  We have the authority of protecting 
the agency.  It was voted down last week. Personally, I can’t make these Commissioners vote 
any other way. 
 
[Commissioner Cook] It was voted down on November 18th. 
 
[James Slaughter] Folks received an official letter and were notified that the Resolution did not 
pass, and they were asked to leave the premises.  They were given a certain amount of time to 
clean out the offices. 
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[Chairman Andrews] This is not going to be resolved here. 
 
I want to know if we will be penalized for meeting there when we are trying to do things for our 
residents? We are going to need more time than December 31st. 
 
[Chairman Andrews] Based on Council’s advice, that’s where we are with that. 
 
[Chairman Andrews] With that we will move on to  
 
Public Speaker #3 Karen Bracey, Trumbull Gardens 
 
I want to talk about this Splashpad up at Trumbull Gardens.  I know that it was supposed to be 
on the agenda, but I am glad that it is not.  It is not a necessity.  Necessities are stoves, 
refrigerators and doors for the townhouses. And the framing is all messed up. So, I would love 
for you guys not to vote for this splashpad. The Chairman said the last time I spoke to him, that it 
was on the capital plan. How is it on the capital plan and then things are moved around, and 
things don’t materialize. I am hoping that the splashpad will be put away for later and you take 
care of some of the needs for Trumbull Gardens.  The last thing that I wanted to say because I 
am only going to take up two minutes. Last month, I made a comment about the fence that was 
put up around by the end of the Center.  And it got back to me “Why is she asking all those 
questions?’ Well I don’t know who said it, but I am just going to say, I am a grown behind 
woman and if you have a problem with anything I have to say, come and ask me. Because I will 
repeat what I said. Now go back and tell whomever, they know where I live, or they can call me.  
I don’t have a problem with that. 
 
[Chairman Andrews] We agree with you, we don’t have a problem with you, but we do have a 
problem with the fence. 
 
[Chairman Andrews] Dion you have the right to speak, but I would rather handle it 
administratively. But you do have that option to speak, if you want to defend yourself. 
 
 
[Dion Francis] I mean it was on the record. I just want to clarify, last month, I was not here, and 
some negative things were said about me. I want to be on record and say that, that statement was 
not true. 
 
[Chairman Andrews] Is there a Motion on the floor to untable the New Reach Lease Agreement? 
 
[Commissioner Cook] Oh that’s for Stable Families. 
 
 
[Chairman Andrews] Is there a Motion to approve the Lease? Are there any questions? 
 
[Commissioner Nelson] I would like to see the Lease. 
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[James Slaughter] It’s a standard Lease, we are not charging rent.  However, they have to 
provide their own insurance and hold PCC harmless 
 
[Chairman Andrews] Are there any more questions? Are we ready to vote? 
 
RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR TO NEGOTIATE 
AND ENTER INTO A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH NEW REACH   

 
Commissioner Cook   Aye 
Commissioner Nelson   Aye 
Commissioner Garcia   Aye 
Commissioner Andrews  Aye 
 
Motion carried    4-0 
 
[Chairman Andrews] Can I get a Motion to Approve the Minutes of November 18, 2019. 
 
Motion: Nelson 
 
Seconded: Garcia 
 
Commissioner Cook   Aye 
Commissioner Nelson   Aye 
Commissioner Garcia   Aye 
Commissioner Andrews  Aye 
 
Minutes Approved 4 - 0 
 
Asset Management 
 
[Tony Manley, Interim Asset Director of Management] 
 
Right now, we are at 95.5%. Due to the fact that we have transfers and evictions it is difficult for 
us to get to 96%.  We are still waiting for a date when they will do the REAC inspections. 
 
[Chairman Andrews] Can’t we do Reasonable Accommodations by keeping people in place, I 
guess whenever we can we should. 
 
Finance 
 
[Alan Cashmore, CFO] For the past two months we have been working on our monthly financial 
statements.  We are going to be working on an RFP for a new phone system. On this month’s  
report the biggest issue is public housing the money being spent on maintenance materials, we 
are over budgeted for HVAC materials at PT; Appliances and materials for REAC at Greene 
Homes; REAC materials for Fireside and Scattered Site 1 and Scattered Site 2-unit turnarounds 
and REAC.  
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Legal 
 
[Tracy Norris, Director of Legal] 
 
For the month of November, we had 436 pre-terms; 81 Notices to Quit; and we filed 66 
summons and complaints. I just finished filing an additional 50 complaints. Unfortunately, 
people aren’t paying their rent. Also attached is the TAR’s report that Commissioner Garcia 
asked for as of November 30, 2019. I know that some of the Managers did not agree with the 
TAR’s report. 
 
 
ACTION ITEMS: 
 

1. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CHANGE ORDER TO THE CURRENT CONTRACT FOR 
PARTIAL ROOF REPLACEMENT/ REPAIR FOR ALBION APARTMENTS LOCATED 
AT 44-46 ALBION STREET BRIDGEPORT, CT 06605, WITH A-PERFERRED 
CONSTRUCTION IN THE NOT-TO-EXCEED AMOUNT OF $19,160.00. 

 
2. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT FOR RELOCATION 

CONSULTANTS FOR CF GREENE HOMES FOR A TWO (2) YEAR TERM AT THE 
NOT-TO-EXCEED AMOUNT OF $350,000.00 WITH AN OPTION TO EXTEND FOR 
TWO ADDITIONAL ONE (1) YEAR TERMS - Tabled  
 

3. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXTENSION OF THE CURRENT CONTRACT WITH 
RYAN & RYAN, LLC FOR LABOR LAW LEGAL SERVICES IN THE NOT TO EXCEED 
AMOUNT OF $100,000.00 FOR A PERIOD OF ONE YEAR 

 
4. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXTENSION OF THE CURRENT CONTRACT WITH 

CONNECTICUT PEST ELIMINATION, INC. FOR INTEGRATED PEST CONTROL 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES AGENCY WIDE IN THE NOT-TO-EXCEED AMOUNT OF 
$294,264.00 FOR A PERIOD OF ONE YEAR 

 

5. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION FOR SEVEN HUNDRED 
SEVENTY THOUSAND DOLLARS IN DEMOLITION AND DISPOSITION 
TRANSITIONAL FUNDING (DDTF) FOR THE CRESCENT CROSSINGS PHASE 
1C DEVELOPMENT PROJECT.  

 

6. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF 
BRIDGEPORT (HACB) TO ENTER INTO A HOUSING ASSISTANCE PAYMENT 
(HAP) CONTRACT FOR PROJECT BASED VOUCHER (PBV) ASSISTANCE 
WITH CRESCENT CROSSINGS 1C, LLC FOR UP TO TWENTY-FOUR (24) UNITS 
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF CRESCENT CROSSINGS, PHASE 1C FOR THE 
INITIAL TERM OF FIFTEEN YEARS WITH AN OPTION TO RENEW FOR AN 
ADDITIONAL FIFTEEN YEARS AT THE AUTHORITY'S SOLE DISCRETION  
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7. RESOLUTION TO ADOPT SCHEDULE FOR REGULAR BOARD MEETINGS 

FOR THE ‘2020’ CALENDAR YEAR. 
 

8. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF 
BRIDGEPORT TO SECURE AND ACCEPT A GRANT FROM THE CITY OF 
BRIDGEPORT IN THE AMOUNT OF SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS 
FOR THE DEMOLITION AND ABATEMENT OF PHASE 2 OF MARINA VILLAGE.   
 

9. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT IN THE NOT-TO-
EXCEED AMOUNT OF $115,859.00 FOR A CHILDREN’S SPLASH PAD LOCATED AT 
505 TRUMBULL AVENUE BRIDGEPORT, CT 066046 WITH AQUA TURF IRRIGATION 
LLC. - tabled 

 
10. RESOLUTION TO APPROVE THE COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT FOR 

LOCAL 2311 OF COUNCIL 4 AFSCME, AFL-CIO 
 
 

 
 

 
 


